The electrogenic Na-K pump does not contribute to endothelium-dependent hyperpolarization in the rabbit ear artery.
The application to smooth muscle cells of the rabbit ear artery, of either K ions after incubation with K-free solution, or of ACh produced a transient hyperpolarization of the membrane. Ouabain inhibited the former hyperpolarization but not the latter, indicating that the electrogenic Na-K pump possibly does not contribute to the endothelium-dependent hyperpolarization.